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older forms and institutions and gave birth to a new politi-
cal era in Europe. More important from the economic point
of view was the Industrial Revolution hi Europe in the
eighteenth century. The age of technology had dawned on
Europe, and with it came an age of economic prosperity.
The prosperity indeed took long years to reach down to the
poorer strata of society, and even in the nineteenth century
the condition of labour in England, for instance, was appal-
ling. It was, in fact, not until social conscience was
stirred by these conditions, and socialist movements had
gained momentum that the benefits of the industrial revo-
lution were shared by the poorer classes of society. Never-
theless, the Industrial Revolution laid the basis for economic
prosperity in the West, and widened the gulf between the
western countries and the countries in the East like India
which continued, in the absence of any comparable tech-
nological advancement, to rely on the old conventional
methods of agricultural and industrial production. It was
not difficult in the circumstances for Western Powers with
comparatively advanced technology at their command to
subjugate politically the countries hi the East, and later to
press home the political advantage to crush in unfair com-
•petition3 as Romesh Dutt pointed out, the manual industries
of the conquered countries.
In Europe, the nineteenth century, among other con-
cepts gave rise to the concept of nationalism. The concept
was new and as later developments showed, it could in-
deed lead to excesses, as it, in fact, sometimes did. Ins-
tances of such excess are found in the first half of the twen-
tieth century with the development of Fascism in Europe.
Th& first World War arose out of the national ambition of
Germany. Hie crushing defeat of that country followed by
a, Treaty dictated by the victors only encouraged the forces

